
Council – 16 December 2020 

Motion submitted by Councillor Serjeant 

“For Chesterfield Borough Council to be a single-use-plastic free Council  

The Council notes: 

 The production of plastic is a significant source of greenhouse gas emissions 

globallya which is exacerbating climate change. 

 Most plastic does not decompose. As of 2015, approximately 6,300 Million 

tonnes of plastic waste had been generated globally, an estimated 79% of 

which has accumulated in landfills or the natural environmentb.  

 This has a significant impact on marinec and terrestriald ecosystems and is 

expected to affect both the services we get from these environments and 

human healthe.f 

 While a wide range of governance mechanisms have been implemented 

globally to control plastic pollution, these have been inconsistent (and further 

undermined by the widespread use of plastic PPE during the Covid 

pandemicg). 

 CBC has a strong track record of environmental policies and is currently 

implementing an ambitious Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP). Single use 

plastic does affect our indirect carbon emissions but is not specifically 

mentioned in the CCAP. It would, however, be included under item 34 

(introduction of climate change impact assessments) and item 37 (introduction 

of sustainable procurement conditions for suppliers). 

 While CBC does not use a great deal of single-use-plastic, usage is often 

prominent and can be interpreted as a visible indicator of an organisation’s 

environmental credentials. 

The Council therefore commits to: 

1. Undertake a review of our internal use of single-use-plastics to provide a 

closer estimate of the quantities currently being ordered and used. 

2. Where possible, seek to remove single use plastic from council operations by 

2023 through engagement with suppliers and switching to alternative 

products. 

3. Encourage and promote plastic free initiatives including the Plastic Free 

Chesterfield campaign.  

4. Offer the support of the Council’s Climate Change Officer in an ex officio 

capacity on the steering group of Plastic Free Chesterfield.” 
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